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Retiring Goulburn Water executive doffs hat to Posselt

For ten years Allen Gale has worked for Goulburn Valley Water. He retired yesterday as general manager of technical services. Before he left he was interviewed for Cry Me a River the documentary about Australia’s water crisis being produced by Steve Posselt’s Kayak 4 Earth.

In the interview he said that he disagrees with Posselt’s claim that to pump water out of a river basin for use in another valley is a loss to the river system as a whole. “That assumes that there is one hundred percent efficiency in the basin itself,” he said in the interview.

Posselt’s response is that except for the water that evaporates into the atmosphere, any use of water in a basin ultimately results in that water remaining in the basin in some form or another. 

“No individual activity in the basin is one hundred percent efficient,” he said. “But the basin as a whole is self contained. It is fundamentally one bucket with lots of different activities going on in it.”

Posselt was alarmed after paddling down the Darling and Murray system to find that the Murray River does not even reach the sea. “It is dying from the mouth up,” he said, “and now we are trying to save it by selling water to the city of Melbourne. This is madness.”

Posselt and Gale have been colleagues in the water industry for many years. “Steve is passionate, outspoken and intelligent,” Gale said of Posselt. “And we need people like that. Only time will tell which one of us is correct.”

He acknowledged that unless Victorian rainfall turns to pre-drought levels, the pipeline will be an expensive folly resulting in almost no new water for Melbourne, or broken promises and the destruction of Victorias’ food bowl.

--- ENDS ---

 

RECOURCES

Print quality images are available from www.kayak4earth.com/media.html 

Broadcast quality audio and video is available through media liaison officer Giovanni Ebono 0402 779 375

 

BACKGROUND

Posselt is single-handedly paddling or dragging his kayak from Echuca to Melbourne at the incredible rate of 35 kilometres a day.

“It is a grueling pace,” he told radio journalists by telephone from the river, “but I feel compelled to do something to get the message through. The river has no options.”

In 2007 Posselt paddled the Murray Darling and was shocked to find that Australia’s once great river system no longer reaches the sea.

“This government plans to take 75 billion litres of water each year, out of a river system that is dying from the mouth up. The water simply is not there,” he said.

The government claims that the extra water can be saved through water efficiency. Posselt has been a water engineer all his life. 

“You cannot pump 75 billion litres of water out of a basin and claim that you have ‘saved’ water,” he said.

Farmers are angry because they believe that water officials know that the savings are imaginary but will support anything that sees government investment in water infrastructure.
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